
	II. Topography of the kidney


The kidney lies close to the spinal cord, in a position that is called paravertebral. The cranial or superior pole of the kidneys lies at thoracic vertebrae 11-12 (T11-T12), the hilum at lumbar vertebra 1 (L1), the caudal or inferior pole at vertebrae L2-L3.
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Figure 4 adapted from "Slagter - Drawing Kidney macroscopic and microscopic anatomy - Dutch labels" by Ron Slagter, license: CC BY-NC-SA
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